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TOWN OF CARSTAIRS 


(Revised July 1969) 


1. LOCATION 


Carstairs is located in part of Sections 17 and 18-30-1-W5 and in 
Census Division No. 6. The town is 35 miles north of Calgary and on the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Calgary to Edmonton line. 


2. ALTITUDE 
3,470 feet Latitude - 51/34 Longitude - 114/06 


3. TEMPERATURES 
Average summer temperature - 56 deg. F. 
Average winter temperature - 26 deg. F. 
Average annual temperature - 38 deg. F. 


Note: The above averages taken from the nearest weather station. 


4. RAINFALL 
Average annual rainfall - 11.65 inches. 
Average annual snowfall - 50.00 inches. 


Average annual precipitation - 16.65 inches. 


5. GEOLOGY 


The underlying rocks in the Carstairs district are shales and sandstone 
which were deposited by streams in lakes and deltas. They were thus fresh 
water in origin and are several hundred feet thick in that area. The rocks are 
grouped together by geologists who call them the Paskapoon formation, and 
who gave them an early Tertiary Age, which began some fifty million years 
ago. Since these rocks were deposited the North American Continent has been 
uplifted and consequently the rocks have eroded and only a fraction of their 
original thickness remains. 


6. SOIL 
Carstairs lies in two soil zones - Thin Black and Black which are 
described as follows: 


Thin Black 


Climate 

Annual precipitation averages between 14 and 17 inches. The higher 
rainfall is in the southern part of the province where there is a corresponding 
higher evaporation. Droughts occur only occasionally. 
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Vegeiation 
Grassland in which bluffs of trees are found in places where moisture 
conditions are more favorable. 


Soil Profile 

The normal profile has an A horizon that averages about 10 inches in 
depth and which in its upper 3 to 6 inches is black in color. The remainder is 
usually dark brown. The B horizon is usually brown to dark brown and the 
lime horizon (Bca) is found at depths of 24 to 30 inches below the surface. 
Generally the depth to the lime layer is considered as indicative of the efficiency 
of rain penetration. 


Fertility 

Soils in this zone are usually fairly well supplied with nitrogen and 
organic matter. In any zone exhaustive cropping depletes the soil’s native 
food supply and fibre. A permanent system of cropping provides for the 
adequate replacement of depleted plant foods and the maintenance of organic 
matter. 


Land Use 

A greater number of soil types can be considered arable than in the 
brown zones. Wheat is the principal crop grown, but considerably more 
diversification is possible and should be practised to maintain soil fertility. The 
non-arable land is generally very good pasture. 
Black Zone 


Climate 


Annual precipitation averages between 17 and 19 inches and droughts 
are rare. Evaporation is lower and hot winds less frequent than in the previous 
zone. 


Vegetation 


Grassland which has been partially invaded by woodlands (mainly 
deciduous trees) often referred to as a parkland. 


Soil Profile 


The normal profile has a black to very dark brown surface (A) horizon 
that averages about 12 to 14 inches in depth. The more compact B horizon is 
brown to dark brown and the lime layer (Bca) is usually found at 30 to 40 
inches below the surface. 


Fertility 
Soils in this zone are the most fertile in the province and they have 
in their surface foot about 3 to 4 times as much nitrogen and organic matter 


as there is in the average brown or gray wooded soil. Every precaution should 
be taken to see that they are not allowed to deteriorate. 


Land Use 
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7. HISTORY 


Carstairs was named after a town Carstairs, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 


The early settlers were ranchers as there was an abundance of hay in 
the area. Mr. S. Scarlett Ranch was the stopping point for the stagecoach 
Edmonton to Calgary. 


With the arrival of the railway from Calgary in 1889 the settlers came 
in large groups. The first school was built in 1899 and the first church 
was of the Presbyterian faith. The first newspaper was printed in 1905 and 
L. E. Davis was editor. 


Early storekeepers in the village were Fraser Brothers, M. R. Shantz 
and Son, J. T. Musgrove, Scott’s Store, R. Sterling, R. Budgeon operated the 
first blacksmith shop, and Simon Downie operated the Carstairs Land Com- 
pany. Doctor Robinson was the first resident doctor and Doctor H. L. Large 
was the first dentist. 


Fire equipment was purchased for the village in 1908 and this equip- 
ment is on display at the Museum in Wetaskiwin. 


Electric power was installed by the Calgary Power Company in 1928. 
Water and sewer were installed in 1952 and natural gas, which is supplied by 
Canadian Western Natural Gas Company, was installed in 1956. 





A View of Carstairs’ Business Area 
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8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


Both winter and summer sports are encouraged in the town. Excellent 
facilities are available such as a covered curling rink and an arena for skating 
and hockey, both with artificial ice, two baseball diamonds and a nine hole 
golf course. 


Educational standards are excellent with a new modern school build- 
ing which provides for instruction from grades 1 to 12, high school diploma and 
matriculation. Kindergarten for pre-schoolers. Four churches supply spiritual 
needs of the community. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 


The town is governed by a mayor elected for a three year term, and 
three councillors, each elected for a three year term. The town affairs are 
administered by a secretary-treasurer in accordance with the policies set by 
council. 


10. LAW ENFORCEMENT 


One constable. 


Building Regulations 


The National Building Code is enforced by the council. All new build- 
ings, alterations to buildings and repairs to buildings must be approved by 
council after which a permit is issued. 


Electrical installation must comply with the Alberta Electrical Protection 
Act. 


Sanitary installation must comply with the Provincial Health Regulations. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION 


The fire brigade consists of a fire chief, 14 volunteer firemen and seven 
reserve firemen. 


Equipment 

1 - 625 GPM pumper with 350 gallon mounted tank, equipped with a 
loudspeaker. 

1 - 500 GPM pumper with 750 gallon mounted tank. | 

1,500 feet 2% inch hose. 

600 feet 1% inch hose. 

Three self-contained breathing units, smoke masks, axes, pike poles, lad- 


ders, foam equipment, first aid kit, walkie talkies, coats, helmets, rubber boots, 
Cte; 


Water Supply 

Water is obtained from three wells and is pumped into two cisterns with 
a capacity of 80,000 gallons and then into the water mains. There are 19 fire 
hydrants conveniently located throughout the villlage. 
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12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1969 Net Assessment 





Land, 100% of value — $118,960 
Improvements, 60% of 1957 values _. 976,930 
(as and Power Lines... 19,040 
Ora ueAssessment oe $1,114,930 
Non Assessable Properties 
band" 22,090 
WUC GS tee ee ee 147,820 
(SDE Vo oe 2 cease $169,910 


Mill Rate: 
Municipal and Debenture - 31.2 
School - 40.2 
Hospital - 7.6 
Total - 79 mills 


13. AREAS 


Total area of town - 200 acres 
Streets and lanes - 37.7 acres 
Parks and playgrounds - 30.68 acres 


ir 





Fine Homes Line Residential Streets 
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Miles of Streets, Roads and Lanes 


Gravel Paving Total 
Streets: «4.2.3.2. 3h en ye 
Lanes eee 3h 32 
Total 2.2 9 miles 


There are approximately % miles of concrete sidewalk. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 
Storm sewers - % mile 
Sanitary sewers - 4 miles 


Water mains - 4 miles 


15. POWER 
Residential Service Rates 


(Monthly Schedule) 


Available only for lighting, cooking, domestic power and other ordinary 
uses in private houses and individual apartments used exclusively for resi- 
dential purposes. 


Ist 20 KWH (Minimum) Next 280 KWH @ Excess KWH @ 
Gross: $2.60 Net: $2.30 be Ke 


General Service Rate 


Demand 

Charge KWH/KW/Mo, KWH/KW/Mo. Maximum Excess 
Schedule Per KW @ 5c/KWH @ 3c/KWH KWH/Mo. @ 3c/KWH KWH @ 
2-010 $1.00 40 100 1,000 4C 


“KW” for billing demand, is the greater of: (1) the maximum 30 minute 
rate of power delivery measured in KW during the current billing period; or 
(2) 75% of the maximum 30 minute rate of power delivery measured in KW 
during the previous 12 months. Alternatively, at the Company's option, the 
KW of billing demand may be determined by testing or estimated from the 
customer's connected load. 


Minimum Charge 


Is the demand charge but not less than the domestic service minimum 
for the same community. 


The above are net rates applicable to accounts paid within 10 days of 
the date rendered. Net bills are increased by five per cent and not less than 
30c, after the discount date. 


The rates are quoted on a monthly basis but meters normally are read 
and bills rendered every two months; or three months in the case of rural 
services. : 
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16. WATER 


Water is obtained from three wells and is pumped into two cisterns 


with a total capacity of 80,000 gallons, and from the cisterns into the water 
mains. 


Rates: First 2,000 gallons or less used per month - $2.50 
All over 2,000 gallons per month - $1.25 per M gallons 


Plus sewerage charge of $2.50 per month 


Water Analysis Parts Per Million 
Total Solids 1604 
Ignition Loss 118 
Hardness 138 
Sulphates 691 
Chlorides 6 
Alkalinity 496 
Nature of Alkalinity - Bicarbonate of Soda, Lime & Magnesium 
Nitrites Nil 
Nitrates Nil 
Tron 0.31 
Fluorine 0.93 


Remarks: Water chemically suitable. Soda equals 26.6 grains per gallon 
which will harm plants and corrode aluminum. 


17. GAS 


Natural gas is supplied to the town under a franchise by Canadian 
Western Natural Gas Company Ltd. 


Rate No. 1 - General Rate 
Available to all customers. 
First 2 MCF or less - $3.00 per month 
All additional MCF - 51c per MCF per month 
Minimum monthly charge - $3.00 
When accounts are not paid on or before the due date, the charge 


per MCF other than the first 2 MCF shall be increased by 4c and the gross 
rate so arrived at shall apply. 


Rate No. 2 - Optional Rate 
Available to all customers whose annual consumption is more than 


2,830 MCF. 
Fixed charge - $35.00 per month 
Plus commodity charge - 37c per MCF per month. 
Minimum monthly charge - $35.00 


When accounts are not paid on or before the due date, the charge per 
MCF shall be increased by 3c and the gross rate so arrived at shall apply. 
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Rate No. 2B - Optional Rate 


Available to all customers whose annual consumption is more than 
159,000 MCF. 


Fixed charge - $300.00 per month 
Plus commodity charge - 35c per MCF per month 
Minimum monthly charge - $300.00 


General Conditions 


Rate No. 2 and Rate No. 2B schedules are available only on annual 
contract, which shall continue from year to yaer thereafter until either party 
shall give to the other party, at least thirty days prior to the expiration of any 
such year, a written notice of desire to terminate same, whereupon at the ex- 
piration of such year, it shall cease and determine. 


18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value - 2,521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60 deg. F. 
100 tb cylinders - $5.00 
Bulk - 10c per gallon 
Storage capacity - 12,000 gallons 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60 deg. F. 


Summer grade - 20c per gallon 
Winter grade - 18.5c per gallon 
Storage capacity - 60,000 gallons 


20. COAL 


Coal is obtained from the Halkirk area which is 140 miles northeast of 


Carstairs. It has a calorific value of approximately 9,870 b.t.u. per pound at 
60 deg. F. 


Prices per ton delivered: Lump $15.00; Egg $13.00; Slack $6.50. 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 


Wheat and coarse grains, horses, cattle, sheep and hogs, poultry pro- 
ducts, dairy products, straw, sand and gravel (common), gas and oil. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 
Federal - Post Office. 
Provincial - Alberta Government Telephones, Alberta Liquor Store. 


Municipal - Town Hall, Public Rest Rooms, Library, Council Chamber, 
Fire Hall, Police Office, Magistrate’s Court facilities. 
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23. HEALTH SERVICES 


There is a medical clinic operated in the town. Nearest hospital . and 
Auxiliary hospital is located eight miles north. 


The Mount View Health Unit, which consists of a doctor, two nurses, 
sanitary inspector and dentist, hold their monthly clinic in Carstairs and have 
scheduled examinations of school children. 


Other health services: 1 doctor, 1 drug store, 1 veterinary, 1 optometrist. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES 
(excluding health services) 


Type of Establishment No. of Establishments 
Barber Shops 1 


Beauty Parlors 1 
Shoe Repairs il 
Accountant uf 
Lawyer 1 
Watch Repairs 1 


25. TRANSPORTATION 


Canadian Pacific Railway - 3 dayliners each way daily between Cal- 
gary and Edmonton. 


Greyhound Bus Lines - 6 buses daily each way between Edmonton 
and Calgary. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 


Carstairs News - weekly. 


27. COMMUNICATIONS 


Alberta Government Telephones, Canadian Pacific Telegraphs, Post 
Office. 


Nearest Radio Stations - Calgary-CFCN, CFAC, CKXL and CHQR; 
Red Deer - CKRD. 


Nearest Television Stations - Calgary -CFCN, CHCT; Red Deer- CKRD. 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 
Bank of Montreal, Treasury Branch Agency. 


29. HOTELS 
No. of Rooms Single Rate Beer License 
Dominion 16 $3.50 up yes 


30. TOURIST CAMPS 


Town Trailer Park, fully modern. 


31. CHURCHES 
Presbyterian, United, Roman Catholic, Church of God. 


32. FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Masons, Order of the Eastern Star, 1.0.D.E., Maccabees. 


33. SERVICE CLUBS 


Chamber of Commerce, Canadian Legion, Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary, 
Jaycees, United Church Women, Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid. 


34. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Red Cross Society, Fish and Game Association, Old Timers’ Associa- 
tion, Business Men’s Rodeo Association, Community Chest, Athletic Associa- 
tion, Farmers’ Union of Alberta, Farm Women’s Union of Alberta, Recreation 
Board, Community Council, Dairy Club, 4-H Club. 





Fine Schools Serve District Students 
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35. EDUCATION 


The town is part of the School County Division. Grades 1 to 12 are 
taught along with the following optional subjects: typing, bookkeeping, art, 
drama, French, home economics and shop. The school population is made 
up as follows: 

Grades No. of Teachers No. of Pupils 


Elementary iiv-o © 15 348 
Junior High f= 9 Fi i Wits 
High 10zea12 8 108 


36. THEATRES AND HALLS 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Arena 700 no no 
Community Hall 300 yes yes 
Legion Hall no no yes 
Boy Scouts Hall 40 no no 
School Auditorium 500 yes yes 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


The Carstairs Community Library is sponsored by the majority of the 
organizations in the town along with a town grant and Provincial Government 
grant, The library is open every Friday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., and Saturday 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. There are approximately 2,300 volumes in the library. 


Other Activities: Ceramic classes for adults and students. One local 
band with 24 members and is sponsored by the Carstairs Fire Department. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Boys 
Scouts, Cubs, 4H Club, Hi C’s, Students’ Union. 
Giris 
Guides, Brownies, C.G.1.T., 4H Club, Hi C’s, Students’ Union. 


39. SPORTS 


Baseball (junior and _ senior), basketball (at school), curling, golf, 
hockey,. softball, badminton, figure skating, table tennis, pedal pushers. 


40. FAIRS 


Stampede (one day event); annual Garden Competition; annual Calf 
Club Show and Sale. 


41. HISTORIC SITES 
Monument to Henry Wise Wood. 
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42. CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta Wheat Pool, United Grain Growers, Farm Women’s Union of 
Alberta, Farmers’ Union of Alberta. 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


Accountant 2.0.0... cceeeece cesseees seneeeee cererene 1 Greenhouse ose ones scoe ce renee il 
Auto Body Repairs .... ....0. cess cree 1 Grain Elevators ........ css: cee cere 7 
Auto Painting .... .....:06 cesses ceeeeeee ceeeeeee 1 era ee oe eReRR Re pecoonco »donhfino .crbspsecuacasconas 3 
Banles sesccce eecesece) conten eee oeetecosemccimcccraraiae 2 Flard ware sccirniccscrn, ceeseses ccepteanel Gee eeene 2 
Barbers. scccecs, sileeee Geacenee) eo -ccenoouiecauernr 1 Insurance & Real Estate ........ .....:. 2, 
Beauty Parlor .... 00.1. cccesse sesteees ceeteees 1 Jewellers .........02. ccsscces coersees sesseeee cceeeere 1 
Blacksmith sc..a0 -ccccste eeeesecod esceressiscenenae 1 LA@WYELS oo... becccece) ccvcecse Gtesenee ssteeene senroees i 
Biutchier wor: ciesiees, less tet eosteaes ovoesesceumeeenmes il Liquor Store 2... ..cccc. cesses ceeetee ceeeeeee 1 
Cartage Delivery ........ 0 cccccse cesses cette 1 Laundry (Coin) ........ cece cree sreeeees 1 
Gar Wack sen cere en eect saene 1 Livestock Buyers ........0 ccc. ceeeeree ceeeeees 2 
Clothing (Men’s) ........ cscs ceceeere seeeeeee 1 Lumber Yard sen) cseee Geeceee eescome ees sens i 
Clothing (Women’s & Children’s) ........ 3 Milk Distributor: 2c... ceccse-e cseerees) eoeene== 1 
Goal Dealers. icc. tectsd cceeesse nesenseeieesere == 1 Oil Distributors .....20. ccc. cseecens ceeeeee 3 
Contractors eeciis oxcecee sone eee eer 5 Optometrist (Calling) .....:.. ce. see af 
DOCtOr <ccccice, sesevsas Ceuseted docs ueinocenemesn sees 1 Painters, Decorators .:.......66.0 cee eee 3 
Drug Store oo... cesses seeneeee cseeeees sacerees 1 Plumber ee cersseeeeceeeee Consenes) nesses ieaeessse 1 
Dry Cleaners ........ cece ceseetss ceeeeees ceeeeees 2 DoE M SE NE 4 wie! -esedeaey continuo. ccbotero” ccoetdos i 
Electrical Appliances .... 2.0.0... cece cere 4 Printer eo eee oes oe roseobceered sieneness 1 
Electrical Contractors ........0 wees. cere 2 De Yekbsy tes 4 BAYA ceacecss aocosnot: COOnNGOe) Lacdduc®: coceronc 1 
Farm Equipment Dealers .... ........ 000+ 4 Restaurant ie..sery cere sect) oo eeren seseep sen eseaeen 1 
Feed, Mill Sines ccctpe teres eee newer 1 Seed Cleaning Plant ............ ccc. eee 1 
Fertilizer Sales & Storage .... 2.0... cn 5 Sheet Metal girccg sitiecse. aases soi estesewelie cea = 1 
Blower Shops coset eeecccss arenes rere i Shoe Repair 0.0... cece. ceseeeee ceeseees eeeatere 1 
Punerall) Parlor ine. peeerreee eee 1 Shoe | Stores scare seoeeecasees) eoeesens te noses 1 
Furnitures Stores <.c-ce0) c-c-rssierecrecoloeoeess 2 Veterinary cence ercre eeecee toes ese ennemn 1 
Garages & Service Stations ........ ........ 6 Woodworking 2... ccccesc. cssece-2 cereezzs seeeene 3 
General Storesizs..on cen tree rere eer 3 Weolders eee econ cecce eer sees 2 
44. SITES 


Good industrial and residential sites serviced with all utilities can be 
purchased from the town at reasonable prices. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


A group of oil companies headed by Home Oil Company Limited 
constructed an absorption plant in the Carstairs gas field located five miles 
west of the town. The plant was built in 1959 and sale of gas from this field 
to Trans Canada Pipe Lines Limited commenced in 1960. 


Carstairs serves an agricultural area that is largely devoted to the 
production of grain and cattle. While the importance of livestock, especially 
cattle, has increased in recent years, wheat for cash sale is relied upon to a 
considerable extent east and south of the town. Livestock raising increases 
in a westerly direction from Carstairs. 


According to the 1956 census the average size of farm consists of more 
than 400 acres. Three-quarters of the all occupied farmland is owned by bona 
fide operators. Barley, oats, tame hay and seeded pasture are important land 
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uses. The average number of livestock per farm in the municipal district of 
Mountain View in 1956 were: Cattle 42, pigs 17, and domestic fowl 127. Farms 
are highly mechanized, over 85 per cent of the total are electrified, and 50 per 
cent have water and sewer facilities. 


The Carstairs Gas Plant, located seven miles southwest of the Town 
of Carstairs, was constructed during 1959-60 and went on stream in February, 
1960. High pressure gas is gathered from four wells in the Carstairs Elkton 
Field and transported to the plant by pipelines for processing. Hydrogen 
sulphide, carbon dioxide, gas condensate (also known as distillate), natural 
gasoline and water are extracted from the gas in the plant and the conditioned 
gas is then delivered to Alberta Gas Trunk Line for eventual delivery to Trans- 
Canada Pipe Lines at the Alberta - Saskatchewan border. At design capacity 
the plant produces 66 million cubic feet of sales gas daily and 2500 barrels of 
natural gas liquids. Cost of the plant and gathering system was about $3,700,000. 
The present plant is owned jointly by the Carstairs gas producers and is oper- 
ated by Home Oil Limited. Thirty-one people are employed at the plant. 


During 1961 the field gathering system was extended to pick up gas 
from two additional wells in the Carstairs Field and about eight wells in the 
Crossfield Elkton Field located some five miles south of the plant and eight 
miles west of the Village of Crossfield. The plant was enlarged during 1961 
to process additional volumes of Carstairs gas for sale to Trans-Canada Pipe 
Lines and to process Crossfield gas for sale to Alberta and Southern Gas Com- 
pany Limited. New processing units and a sulphur recovery unit were added. 





Aerial View of Carstairs Gas Plant 
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Design capacity of the enlarged plant is 201 million cubic feet per day of sales 
gas, 7000 barrels daily of natural gas liquids and about 50 tons of sulphur per 
day. Cost of the new gathering and plant facilities was $5,600,000, bringing 
the total investment in the overall project to $9,300,000 exclusive of well costs. 
The enlarged plant itself will be owned jointly by the producers in both the 
Crossfield and Carstairs Fields. The Carstairs plant and field employs a total 
of 35 people while three or four men are employed in the Crossfield field. 


46. TRADING AREA 


North - 4 miles 
West - 30 miles 
South - 6 miles 
East - 20 miles 


47. POPULATION 
Trading area population - 3,810 
Town population - 900 








The Community is Well Served by Churches 
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